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COVID-19: Deadlines and Protection of Intellectual Property

As COVID-19 continues to disrupt businesses across the globe, the Movement 
Control Order (MCO) issued by the government of Malaysia has resulted in the 
suspension and interruption of certain services within the Intellectual Property 
Corporation of Malaysia (MyIPO). In light of the MCO, MyIPO has closed its 
office for two weeks from 18 March to 31 March 2020 (MCO Period). Various 
IP offices abroad are similarly closed or have adopted measures focusing on 
online services in light of the global outbreak of COVID-19.

What does this mean for the protection of your IP?

(1)  Possible Extension of Deadlines

In Malaysia, MyIPO has announced the following extension of deadlines for IP 
matters:

IP offices in other countries and regions have similarly announced an 
extension of deadlines. For instance, the regional IP offices of European Union 
and China National IP Administration have announced as follows:

Matter
Extended 
deadline

Renewal of Patents and Industrial 
Designs

 1 April 2020
Manual filings related to Priority Date 
Claim due within the MCO Period

Renewal of Trademarks (due 
between 27 December 2019 and 27 
March 2020)

30 April 2020
Office letters including appeals, 
opposition and payment

Hearing sessions for Trademarks, Patent 
and Industrial Designs scheduled during 
the MCO Period

Rescheduled to a 
later date

Country/Region Matter Extended 
deadline



Notably, at present, IP offices in certain countries e.g. Singapore, the UK and 
the US do not provide for a general extension of deadlines. There are 
measures, however, introduced by such IP offices for those impacted by 
COVID-19, e.g. waiver of certain fees or requirements by the US Patent and 
Trademark Office. IP holders and applicants ought to ensure that all IP matters 
are attended to by the relevant extended deadlines and continually monitor for 
any updates in each jurisdiction of interest as there are likely to be further 
changes and developments.

Should there be any delay or difficulty in adhering to deadlines due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak, particularly in other jurisdictions, IP holders and 
applicants should consider filing applications for extension of time prior to the 
deadline.  

It is also important to note that the suspension in Malaysia does not affect 
deadlines set by statutes. For example, there has been no extension to 
statutory limitation periods that might affect an IP right holder’s entitlement to 
enforce its IP rights.

(2)  Filing of New Applications

While certain filings may be suspended during the MCO Period, new IP 
applications such as trademarks and patents may still be filed online with most 
IP offices, including MyIPO in Malaysia.

A summary of the availability of filing IP applications during the MCO Period in 
Malaysia is set out below:

European Union All deadlines at European Patent 
Office due on or after 15 March 
2020

17 April 2020

All deadlines at European Union IP 
Office due within 9 March 2020 and 
30 April 2020

1 May 2020

China Subject to written application and 
evidentiary material, time limits for 
trademark-related matters can be 
suspended from the following date:

· when one is hospitalised or 
isolated due to COVID-19; or 

· when trademark businesses 
can’t be handled normally in the 
place where one is located due 
to the prevention and control 
measures

until the 
following date:

· when one is 
discharged 
from 
hospital;

· when one’s 
isolation 
ends; or 

· when local 
place 
resumes 
work

Available for filing Suspended filing
Patents and industrial designs International trademarks filing through 

Madrid System (will resume on 1 April 
2020)



Any person interested in filing new IP applications may avail himself of the 
online filing system during the MCO Period (if available) to obtain the earliest 
possible filing date. This is especially important for countries which follow the 
first-to-file trademark system, e.g. China, as priority would be accorded to the 
first person who applies for the trademark. 

Chew Yi Hsien (cyh@lh-ag.com)

If you have any queries, please contact the author or her team partner Eunice 
Chan Wei Lynn (cwl@lh-ag.com).

New trademark applications Applications for Copyright Voluntary 
Notification (will resume on 1 April 
2020)
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