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Second Phase of the COVID-19 Movement Control Order 

The Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases (Measures within 
Infected Local Areas) (No 2) Regulations 2020 (PCID Regulations 2) 
have been gazetted, and govern the period of the extended Movement 
Control Order from 1 April until 14 April 2020. The previous regulations 
in relation to the Movement Control Order (PCID Regulations 1) 
lapsed on 31 March 2020.

Similar to the PCID Regulations 1, the PCID Regulations 2 provide that 
movements within an infected local area (i.e. the whole of Malaysia) 
are prohibited, save for the following purposes:

(a) to purchase food, daily necessities, medicine or dietary 
supplement;

(b) to supply or deliver food, daily necessities, medicine or dietary 
supplement;

(c) to seek healthcare or medical services;

(d) to perform any official duty; or

(e) to perform any duty in relation to any essential services.

In so far as the term “essential services” is concerned, there are only 
10 items in the list of recognised essential services in the Schedule of 
the PCID Regulations 2, as compared to 22 items in the PCID 
Regulations 1. Many of the items which have been removed relate to 
logistics services, such as the operations of ports, transport by land, 
water or air, and postal. These would now be covered under the last 
item in the list of “essential services”, namely, “logistics confined to the 
provision of essential services”. 

Further, the definition of essential services has been extended to 
include “any activity and process in the supply chain of such essential 
services”.

Notably, the PCID Regulations 2 focus mainly on the control of 
movement, and in this regard, unlike the PCID Regulations 1, the 
PICD Regulations 2 do not directly dictate whether premises of certain 



businesses can remain open or otherwise. However, movement of 
persons is restricted, and a person may only move within Malaysia 
under very specific circumstances, including “to perform any duty in 
relation to any essential services”. This effectively means that 
employees of non-essential services are not allowed to leave their 
homes to go to their places of work or to perform their duties, resulting 
in a restriction of the businesses of companies providing non-essential 
services.

Other key provisions in the PCID Regulations 2 include:

1. Any movement within an infected local area is permitted for any 
person carrying out any works on infrastructure related to any 
essential services or otherwise, which if not carried out would 
affect: (a) the provision of the essential services; or (b) the 
safety and stability of the infrastructure.

2. In performing a duty in relation to any essential services, if a 
person (e.g. an employee) is required to move within an 
infected local area, the person must produce a letter of 
authorisation from his employer, if required by an authorised 
officer.

Companies should take note of the provisions of the PCID 
Regulations 2, as these would have an effect on business operations.

Lau Wai Kei (lwk@lh-ag.com)

If you have any queries, please contact the author or her team partner 
Adlin Abdul Majid (aam@lh-ag.com).
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